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Mistake_ni_n a Thief.

(By Luke Bharp.)

A cortaln news agency has Wwelegraphed
sbiroad Whe report that 1 am in switzeriand,
not for the benelit of my health, bot for
the purpose of siealing bicycles, and (hey
added Wiat 1 was an experd (hlef, and, for
& Lhne, at least, 1 had succeeded Do balfling
e most praiseworlby attemnpis of tie police
of twa towns Lo caplure e,

While (his statement s paturally flat-
toring to nue. (U 0N, pevertbeless, a libel,
and, in fact, It 1 cired to use stromg
anguage. | inightl go se fir as 1o lnke the
Iust sviuible nway from the word * libel.™

The whole irouble arose through Switzer-
Wnd not hasige o proper langunge of its
own, Wint hlly counley preferring bo exiness
what Few theaglits iy 1 In o nixture of
French, Germoan and Datian, depemding on
whal particilir caalon you happen Lo bedn
They say that the Swiss are patursl Hn-
guists. Unfortunalely, they ore. Any oom-
binatlon of soamds Yoo may make means
Soeiliing trany Swles Lo wihoo Yo lin ppen
o b IKing, for he knows so many lan-
BuaEes That ¥oa are sare Lo Wit oo of thein,
snd %o yon dunvey deas to him that you
had no thought of expressing.

Outobwer weather i8 lovely o Bwitzeriomd.
Muosl of the visitors have then gohe, prices
eutuedow ot hall sl the alrilssweet and
cool, with usually n eloudless sky.

LUnder these clireamstances T thought it
wonhid Ine 1+ thing. as the roads were
good ated the seeners ploturesgue, to tike
R Licyeh tour right around Lake Thuu, be.

uning at the town which gives the lnke
n‘n niane, Eoarge aronikd the porth side of
the lake to Interlaken, apd returnitg by

+ south shore.

Thes lortel Kesper told me that if I wentup
I sire furmed o the right, went under
pndrcade antil T oame to a Tuunel, pene-
trated that and emerged ob anolher sireet,
borned 0o e left and Rept on, T woukd come
o the shap of a men who wookl let me
have a bicycle on hire Ly the day or by
the bour. 1 Foblowed the dircetions as close-
Iy a8 possible, amd thought 1 recognisesd
e shiop Becaose A bicycles was leaning
neainst the wall, The owner was lenning
aaiust the doorway, looking at the bicyele
vutside,. The follewing wwersitlen In
many nnguoges (ook plice Yel ween us

“Haben sle un bicyelette a louer™" 1open-
el et oers B ley with the above inagpuartial mix.
hee of German and Freonch, It sevius he
grlerstivd me Lo sk i that was his ieycle,
llln»rn upon lie replied (o four lnnguages

W, oul, yes, se.'”
e throwing in & bit of Imnlian, T led
\\'Irh

“Qupnti
pder por g™

Now I subtuit that toany edncated person
or even to a university nian, this senilence
mid as plainly as prict “How much do
Fyou w |I|I Tor tus nmehine by the hoar or
Hie day I triedl afnerwasrd to get the
pugiet i te Lo st Lhis, but he, not knowing
Ttalkin, shied wl (he very beginning of the
phrase.  The owner of the bhlcyode on oath

b ihought | oasked Lhow

cych: had cost hin.  He says

=1 he paid GOOF for that

Eoa machine, wade in France, while

I understood him to agree (o let e have

it tor 51, a day, which was cheap. | was

o horey 1o beoff, amd wasafmild hemlght

repent his offer, so 1 sald It was all right

pnd | owonld take i, wherecapon, sithout

Tarthes parles, 1 wheeled the bhicvels into

Hie mbdale of the road, sprang on {t= hack,

pnd was off, leaving the astonished man

Randing by his door, too thundersirock,

osertns, W0 omuake any outery antil 1 had

passed Levond his sight at (be first tom-
img of the rood.

I pedallsd serensly on, Uttle renlzing
wimt n cornetion § had lelt bohind me, and
Bie one funny thing aboot 1his foost re
gretablo episode is thiat 1 spent an ex-
odingly  gulet, peacefal, 1 enjovable
diy, not knowing 1 was pursn miaking
no  attemp o elode anyhbosd yel
Hudding thiem in
b s By sulitle and orafty
mugistrate could nol b peran
Etring on the verands ol a
misin strect of int pken, w
o plain view of eversiwo
brazen avt of a handened erituinnd,
Etiew the pol; wolld be searchines ro
In the Lock strecis.

When the man =tanding sinst the door-
was b recovenod parthy trom s -~
moent at my <odden flight on Bis machine, he
rukhied Lo The p statlon auI Laalid  Lliee

it 11 a plausthle Toreigoer tund

gzl i i polite Ollend .rn.-i.'l CONVerS -

sl wirile his wlod was distracted in

trying Lo rodlow his pemarks; bhod sefzol the

pppert ity aml o Bo the machhoeoaml wasnt

hnt motent making his way to the north
Toand towands Interinken.

Now, capture ander These circumstinees
wevanead o b delicionsty oasy. There were
no biranclinz off roads. The moimiaing woere
oo ome =ide amnd the nke on the other, on
neither side of which was hicyeling practis
pobde. Therelore all the two poljcemen Lad
Eo o, wihien They moantad their machines,
was o ride faster than 1 dal. and s over-
fake me. As 1 oo Wles it a rce was
on, I plunged abmg in o leisarely manner
. woukd umisubiedly have been taken
pear Tuterlaken i 10 bod not been for the
fact that some yenrs ago a company ballt
n faniculor rallway from the margio of the
Jake, n mile or s up to 8t Beatenbuorg., |
bad lived in St Heatenburg ouee, and 1 re-
methoerod that the road from there to Tntee-
laken was s good one, 5o [ thought thatper-
haps it woukll pot be a bad plan to go up on
the ratlway and const dowl 1o Interinken.
T knew n man who had done it onee. T ean
woll belivve pow that no one ever tries it
e seonul thme.

The car goes up to Bl. Beatenhurg three
or four tines a day only, bhut when a couple
of miks away from the landiog [ saw n
Bteainer coming in and I knew ir 1 reached
the lnnding aboot the time she did 1
would get & car. I am not a races, hut 1
thereapon put In my best lickd to moke
connection with the mountain railway.
The romdi at this point ix as level as the
Iake itsedl amd only a few feet above it
My ihoughts turmed Lo the rallway becau
I knew that heyomd the lower cod of i1 the
marcinge rond rose bigh above the lake.
pagsedd brengh severn! tunnels aond then
went down to the Tnterlaken plain. By
taking the op car I wonkl il all this
and have & down Billadl the way.

T policeiuen. It scems, cavght xight of
mi ns I was making my spurt, and they ot
mice pul on exXira steam, but there s a
fleep Loy Just before oo seaches the funi-
cular, and they lost sight of me as T
turned the point. T lad reached the top
of the raldway funcleular and T Weyeled
the mile or more along the street, high
up above the lake, cn one side of which Is
senttered the villnge of Bt. Beatenburg,
with its wonderful view of the snow motn-
lains—ihe Juongfran, the Eiger, the Monch
ind a host of others.

1 found the ride down the zigzag road not
puch fun as 1 had expected.  § saw ()
brake was not galog to last if 1 kept on,
o T had to walk most of the way down.
Poning to a more level ground [ evcled
into Interlaken, making for the

lace where they, sell Munich beer, apd
err-. over # mog and”a sandwich, on
he mnin strevt, T made my frugel lunch,
with the bicyele standing ngainst a plllar
of the veranda,

After 2 smoke I proceeded out of Toter-
Iaken, amd took the sooth road that hor-
ders the ilake, This road is not so good
Fr cycling ns the other, being muoch more

costa la machine a la hoor,

{ ¥
urant in the
the bleyole
. Wax not the
who
r likoa

Fently

Iy, while the roadbed I8 nore stony.
therefore walked & good deal, taking

it very lelsarely, amnd in oounses of Lime 1

wis overiaken by a policeman, who also
was waleing his mochine, He asbed
e (P 1 basl met &8 paan on o bley cle coming
from Thun, amd 1 told him guite truly
that I bad oot.  He scemeld discoorageld,
and teld me all about the Licycle theft
aml the nreest of the wrong man.  He
Fearvd (e thief Lod hidden in the Torest
until e amd his owrorade went past and
then perhaps took the steamer noross the
lnke, or the villoin might merely have pre=
tended (o take the ooTth road, while in
realliy Le went by the south.  Thus the
policenian hopedd 1o meel him yet. 1
pronised fo Keep a jookout sl the officer
went an.

When 1 reactied Thum amd came to the
Pl where 1 got the bieyele, 1 found the
i was in Interlaken, and bis wire, who
knew all about the robbery, was amazed 1
wew the thiel return the machine and place
thellve francsand his (hanks on the counter,

Iregret to gy that the appacent honesty
of this action did oot conmmend itsell to the
authorities.  Thwy looked on It ax the rose
of 0 crafty sooundeel, who realized that, so
vigilapt were the police, It was impossible
Tor him lo escape. and =0 endeavorsml (o
throw dust In the eyes of the wise men of
the place. T therefore bad to pay the ex-
penses of the chase and apoligize 10 eviery-
body concerned.

Thus the Lleyele at 6, a day was not se
cheap as T Lad at Hest supposed. —Detrolt
Frév Press,
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My Financial Career.

By E.A.NASH.

When | go into o bank | get ratiled. The
clerks ratde me; the wickets rtole me; the
sirht of the money ratiles e, The moment
I cross the threstold of a bank Taman hesita-
ting jay. If [ attengi to transact business
there | beconmean itreaponsitde id ot 1 koew
this befarchand, but my salary hod bLeen
taised F50 0 month L ihe ank
wis the only place . Bo | shambled in
and looked timbdly sround at the clerks. 1
td anddea that o person shoul 10 open an
account nust need consult the manager. [
Wellb oo wicket tun rked “Aceountant. " The
accountant wasa tall, cooldevil. The very
Alhit of him rattled e My voloe was sege
ulchiral,

“Can} m the mannger?' " Isald, and ndded
..nL lwlh “alope.” §don'tknow why 1 aid

“*alone

“Cortainly,” said the sceountant, and
fetchedd o, The manager was a grave,
valm mwan. 1 beld my 50 cluiclwed in &
crumpied ball lo my pocket.

“Are you the manager? 1 said, God
koows, 1 duin't doubt 1. “Yes,” he sild.

“Cun 1 osee you” 1 asked, “alone?"
dnln’t want tosay “alone’ again, but with-
out it the thing seetied sell-evident. The
wianager looked 8t we 10 some alarm.  He
folt that I had san o wiol sceret to revenl.

“Come In Nere,™ be sadd, and bed the was
o o private room. He turned the key
the lock,

“We are safe from interruption here,™

. “Rit down” We both sat down
vl at one another. 1 found no volce
I spenk.

“You are one of Pinkerton's men. 1 pre-
anne” he gal.  He bad gathersd from my
mivslerious manner that 1 wis a detective,
I ke w what be was thuinking, and 1t mnde
1. WOTRe,

No, not from Pinkerton's,* [ siald., seem
imgly o mply that | comee from o rival
agency. “To tell the trath,” 1 went on, asir
I had heen prompted o lie about it, **1'm
ot a detective at all. |'ve come to open an
aceount. 1 intend o keepall my mwoney in
g hank.” The nunager looked refies e
Liut still sericos; he cotncluded now 1bat 1
was g son of Baron Rothschild, or 4 young

1.

‘A large account, 1 q.||ppuu' e sabd.

“Fairly e, I\lJul-[u-r- . “TprG pose to
deposit $668 now nml $50 5 month regulse-
Iv.”

The manager got up and opened the door.
He colled to the acoouitint.

“Mr. Montzomery,” he said,
“this gentleman is opening an
will deposit 66, €
A hig lron door &
roonm.

“*Good morning,*
the sple,

“Come oul,” sald the manager coldly,
A showwed me the other way. | went up
o the gocountapt’s wicket amd poked the
hall of money at him with a guick, concla-
slve movement, as if I were dolng 2 ¢m-
juring trick. My face was ghastly pale.

“Here,” T maid, “deposit £ The tone
of the words seemeld to mean, “Let ok do
thi= painful thing while the it is on s
He took the money and gave [t to another
cierk. He made e write the sum on o slip
af paper and =sign my oame in the ook, 1
Do kinger knew whit T was doing, The
hapk swam hefore my CYrS,

“Is It de osited?™ I asked In a hdilow,
v Il-r.ilmu v b,

‘1L 8,7 snid mf- acrountant.

“Then I want to draw a cheok.™

My ilea was to draw out $6 of it for
present gee. Some one gave me o check

Wil throngh o wicket and Some one else
began wiling me bow to write it out. The
people in the bank had the Impression
that I wasan invalid millionaire. I wrote
samething on the check and thrust it in
at the clerk. He looked at it

“What? Are yvou drawing it all out
Agnin? " he asked o sorprise.  Then I real-
fzest that T had written fifty-six instead of
six. I was (oo far gone to reason now.
Thnd & fedding that it was impossible to ex-
plain the thig,  Allthe clerks had stopped
wriling tolonk-at me.  Reckless with mis-
ery. I made o plunge.

“*Yvs, the whole thing.'*

“You withdraw vour money from the
hank?**

“Every céntool it

“Are you ﬂorg--lng 1o deposit iny more™
askod the lleﬂ: nstonishod,

UNevert An idiotic hepe gtrack e that
they nlud:l ik somethiing Had insulted me
while I was writing the cheek.and that Thad
changed my mind. T made a wretched at-
terpt o look Hke a man with a fearfally
quick temper. The cderk prepared to poy
the money.

“How will yon have 12"

“What?"

“How will Fou have (12

“Onr™ 1 canght his meaning and an-
swersl, without even trying to think, **In
fifties” He gave me o $50 bill.

“And the six?" he nsked, dryly.

“Insixes,” I sakl. He gave it to me, and
I rustied out. As the big doors swung be-
hind me 1 canght the echo of a Toar of
Innghter that went up to the cefling of tha
bank. Bince then T hank no more. 1 Eeep
my money in cash in my troosers pocket
and uy savings in sliver dollars in a sock.—
The Bookkesper.

unkimdly,
necount; he
il moring.'” 1 rose.
Wil open ot the side ol e

I sakll, and stepped into

Boumd to See the Joke.

They were Lalking of photogriphs.

“I heard an amusing story_aboul an old
farmer the other day,” said the commercinl
traveler.

“Interest always attaches to the doings
of the sgricoltural classes,” enid the En-
glistynnn, hitiching up bls chair with a
look | of Interest.

“He hod Jll)l( driven Into town with his
wules to sell a ioad of pumpkins, and he
stopped m wut of the phonograph store.

*What alr themn fellows doin’ in there
with spouts in their ears?” ho asked. |

* *Those are tnlking machines,” answered
a man in thedoorway.

“The fanner was a4 little focredulous,

‘DO You wWish (0 et a oan on good real

]
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AW, near

nl:rum-d the rostic, dart-
ing out of the store. “Thiemn miles o° mine

ROH HENT

rewand for & chse of Dy sp-pala or

won't stand no brass band." '

At [irst ihe Englistunan looked anxious,
us If be expected 0 bear the rest of the
story.  Then suddenly ho burst out laughing.

“Grent jokeon the mules, ch?** he shooted.
—(Chicago Record.
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““THE SNAKE PUZZULE™

The Problem is this:—These
equal size, begin swallowing each other

e C—g—

all of
keep on

three snakes,
amnd

swallowing, all at an equal rate of speed. What will be

the final condition of things.?

“TIMES

WANT

ADS”

furnish a puzzle to the people of Washington even

greater than the above snake conundrum.

Results re-

ceived are frequeptly marvelous.

HAVE YOU TRIED THEM?

& *‘*J:.ru-m‘-

!””,”J)H”H&Jﬂ- "5
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— Witk apologies to the New York World.

Walter J. Boyce, First and N. Y. ava
nw.

H. C. Easterday, cor. G and N, J. ave.
nw.

Frank Smith, 4th and G nw.

A. B. McCloskey, 1312 Seventh nw.

R. W. Duffy, Ninth and N nw.

F. M. Criswell, Seventh and T nw.

Edmonds & Williams, Third and Pa. nw.

W. G. Roe, Seventh and L, nw.

Mt Vernon Pharmacy, Ninth and N.
Y. ave. nw.

G. A. Bentiey, 14th and Corcoran nw,

Offut & Blumer, Fourteenth and U nw.

J. Louis Krick, 17th St. and Pa. Ave.

THE TIMES

Has established the foliowing Branch Agencies, where
Want and Liner Ads will be received at the same rate—one
cent a word—as at the head office:

: A.A P. Geier, 13th and H ne,

Geo. B. Lockhart, 1344 32d St, Georoet'n

M. McNulty, 1336 Fourteenth aw.

H. Hage, 2153 Pa. ave. nw.

D..:. el DL Mule: -I.v, N. Cap. and I sts.
. E. Woodford, l‘lflal and H ne

W. F. Mackay, 821 H ne.
Hoyle & Co., Fourth and East Capitol.
F. P. Weller, Eizhth and 1 se.
Thomas A, Dobyns, Secopd and Pa. ave.
se. -
Joseph Linden, 406 Eighth se
.Io-cpli Petigaat, 609 Seventh sw.
W. Hall, ir., 722 414 st. sw.
'W D. Brace, 30th and M sts., Georget'n.
J. W. Jennings, 1142 Conn. Ave. N. W.
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